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	Washington State

	Overview

	History: Washington State has not currently implemented a prescription monitoring program that monitors all controlled substances dispensed in the state.  The current system, implemented by the Office of Health Profession, is a component of a disciplinary process prompted by an investigation conducted by a profession’s Disciplinary Board.   Once the disciplinary board makes a decision and determines appropriate action against a medical practitioner, the sanction may involve the use of the triplicate prescription form. These forms are utilized to monitor compliance for the punishment imposed by the Disciplinary Board on the offending professional.

The Department of Health received a Bureau of Justice Assistance Harold Rogers grant to complete a feasibility study on whether a prescription monitoring program would be of interest to stakeholders and what potential legislation would address.  A bill was proposed late in the 2006 legislative session and should be re-introduced in the 2007 legislative session. 
· Goal:  The pending legislation would establish an all-schedule controlled substance prescription monitoring program in the state of Washington.
· State Monitoring Authority:  Office of Health Professions Quality Assurance 
Washington State Department of Health
· Advisory Board: The Office of Health Professions is currently working with stakeholders with a goal to support the passage of the legislation that would lead to the development of a prescription monitoring program that will meet the public safety and health needs of citizens. Some models being considered include stakeholder advisory groups.
· Drugs Monitored: Legislation to implement a prescription monitoring program included all controlled substances plus the ability to add other legend drugs if a need was identified.


	Purpose of Washington State PMP/ Key Functions

	During stakeholder work the goal of a potential prescription monitoring program was identified as intervention, prevention, information, education, public health initiatives and investigations. 


	Operational Details of  Washington PMP

	Data Collection 

	n/a


	Access to Monitored Data and Confidentiality

	n/a


	Education and Awareness Activities

	n/a


	Access to Addiction Treatment

	The Washington Department of Social and Health Services, Division of Alcohol and Substance Abuse is one of several groups participating on the stakeholders group developing a comprehensive prescription monitoring program.


