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	Texas Prescription Monitoring  Program

	Overview

	· History: In 1982, the Texas legislature passed a provision calling for the monitoring of prescriptions written for schedule II controlled substances. Diversion of prescription drugs is a significant abuse problem, and this program was created to be an efficient, cost effective tool for investigation and prevention of drug diversion. Texas PMP uses a single copy serialized prescription form. Since, 1999 Pharmacies have transmitted controlled substances dispensing data electronically.
· Goal:  The goal of the Texas PMP is threefold: aid in the investigation of fraud, prevent diversion of controlled substances and promote the legitimate medical use OF controlled substances.
· State Monitoring Authority:  Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS), Narcotics Service (DPS)
· Advisory Board:  DPS is overseen by a board of commissioners.
· Drugs Monitored: Schedule II. DPS is considering expanding the drugs monitored to III and IV.


	Purpose of Texas PMP/ Key Functions

	The primary emphasis of the Texas PMP is to get ensure that practitioners and their patients are using controlled substances for legitimate medical use.


	Operational Details of Texas PMP

	Data Collection 

	Practitioners in Texas use serialized single copy forms, issued by DPS, to write prescriptions for schedule II controlled substances. 

Pharmacists transmit a record of the prescription to the Department, or, in limited instances, with prior approval, forward a copy of the prescription. 



	Access to Monitored Data and Confidentiality

	Access to information is statutorily restricted, and is available to practitioners and pharmacists that are inquiring about patients or potential patients, and to various regulatory and law enforcement personnel. Regulatory and Law Enforcements agencies gain access by providing documented information on an open criminal investigation or violation of the Texas Health and Safety Code or Controlled Substance Act.
Ad hoc reports are generated that assist with determining prescribing patterns. In addition statistical reports are made available to the public.

In order to access prescription data regulatory, law enforcement or prosecutorial agencies must submit a written request on agency letterhead with specific identifying information. Prescribers and pharmacists may only request information on their own patients.


	Education and Awareness Activities

	The Texas DPS conducts numerous awareness programs to medical and pharmacist societies.  Information and fact sheets on drugs and addiction can be found on the DPS website.



	Access to Addiction Treatment

	The Texas DPS has relationship with the treatment center at the University of Texas and has used the health care staff as a resource.  

Currently, no formal linkage to the Texas addiction treatment system exists.



