	Hawaii Prescription Drug Monitoring Program

Overview

	· History:  The electronic monitoring of prescriptions was initiated by the Hawaii legislature in 1997 due to a marked increase in the abuse of controlled substances and  illicit drugs. The program was implemented in 1998, gathering Schedule II data.  In 2000, it was expanded to include Schedules III and IV.
· Goal: The Hawaii PMP’s goal to enforce Chapter 329 of the Hawaii Revised Statutes.  Chapter 329 contains all laws pertaining to controlled substances, its administration, dispensing, and prescribing, etc.
· State Monitoring Authority:  The authority for the state’s prescription monitoring system rests with the Department of Public Safety, Narcotics Enforcement Division.
· Drugs Monitored:  Schedules II through IV.
Hawaii PDMP Contact Info:
Hawaii Public Safety 

Narcotics Enforcement Division 

3375 Koapaka Street, Suite D100 

Honolulu, HI 96819 

Phone: 808-837-8470

F 808-837-8474

Web: www.hawaii.gov/psd/law_home.php 

Glen M. Kimura 

Investigator/PMP Administrator 

Phone: 808-837-8481 

glen.m.kimura@ned.hawaii.gov 



	Purpose of Hawaii PDMP/ Key Functions

	The Primary purpose for Hawaii’s PMP is to identify abusers and/or diverters of controlled substances and to take enforcement action.  Intervention and warnings are utilized with individuals that may not have a previous criminal history or substance abuse diagnosis. Others are introduced into the judicial system for rehabilitation. 



	Operational Details of Hawaii PDMP

Data Collection 

	Data is collected from all pharmacies within the state sent to Atlantic Associates, who in turn forwards it to the Hawaii PMP.   Data is retrieved via a CD and uploaded into an Access based database.  Retrieval of data is via Access queries.

Possible abuse is identified by queries to the system that search for overlapping prescriptions, too many different doctors or excessive amounts. In addition, pharmacies routinely report alterations/fraudulent prescriptions.  All potential cases are logged and the supervisor determines whether an investigation will be conducted.  Once an investigation is done, it is conferred with the Prosecuting Agency who has the jurisdiction. 



	Access to Monitored Data and Confidentiality

	PMP data may be accessed by:

· Any law enforcement agency that has a current investigation underway, 

· Physicians may request reports about patients who exhibit aggressive conduct towards narcotic medications,  

· Pharmacists who have concerns about patients and any state’s PMP who requests such data.

Currently, Hawaii PMP responds to complaints from physicians regarding their patients; allegations against physicians, and pharmacies referrals.  The database is then queried by specific names.
All data that is released to the authorized requestor is documented.  Access to the data is strictly limited to certain personnel in Narcotic Enforcement Division and the data itself rests in a network.  The PMP network is not connected to any other network.  A confidentiality statute within the Hawaii Revised Statutes, Chapter 329, guides the Narcotic Enforcement Division.



	Education and Awareness Activities

	The Hawaii PMP is not mandated to provide education, however, requests for educational presentations on controlled substances are provided to a wide range of audiences.

Most requests for addiction related information are received from other law enforcement agencies that do not specialize in controlled substances and from public education entities (public/private schools) on topics such as signs/symptoms/screening.  These requests are handled on a case-by-case basis.


	Access to Addiction Treatment

	The Hawaii PMP does not currently have linkages with the state agency responsible for addiction treatment and prevention services.  

Referrals to treatment have made for military dependants or active duty military. Treatment is strictly voluntary.  Mandatory treatment is only done through the Judiciary system.


