	General Overview of the Ohio PMP

	Ohio’s Prescription Monitoring Program (PMP) legislation was approved in December, 2004 and signed by the governor in 2005. It authorized creation of a PMP with several innovative features. By October 2006, the Ohio Automated Rx Reporting System (OARRS) began allowing physicians, pharmacists, and some law enforcement officers to request prescription history reports. 

After the first 18 months of operation, over 5,000 prescribers, pharmacists, and law enforcement officers registered with OARRS and were vetted to receive data from the database containing nearly 40 million prescription records. The system processes over 1200 requests each business day and 25,000 per month. Prescribers request 80% of the reports, pharmacists request 16% and law enforcement (including regulatory agencies) request 4%. The number of prescriptions dispensed  by Ohio pharmacies continues to rise every quarter. Physicians say they now feel more comfortable prescribing controlled substances to patients because they can validate the patient’s verbal drug history by requesting an OARRS report. Patient care is enhanced for patients with legitimate medical conditions. Drug misuse or abuse can be detected early and patients can be assisted with alternative treatments or referrals to drug abuse treatment.
OARRS is available via a secure website 24/7 and 95% of the requests are processes in less than 30 seconds.  

Ohio and Kentucky are now working on a pilot project to make it easier for physicians in one state to obtain prescription data from multiple states. All states have noted that patients cross state lines to visit physicians and pharmacies for mostly legal, but sometimes illegal purposes. While results may not be seen until 2010, this will address the gap created by multiple state databases.


	General State-Ohio  PMP

	Overview

	· History:   The Ohio Legislature passed legislation, which allows the Board of Pharmacy (BOP )to develop and implement a Prescription Monitoring Program (PMP) in 2005 and the rules required to implement the law became effective on January 1, 2006.
· Goal: The goal of the Ohio Automated Rx Reporting System (OARRS) is to provide prescription drug information to health care providers who are treating patients and to law enforcement officers who are investigating individuals for drug crimes. 
· State Monitoring Authority:  Ohio State Board of Pharmacy
· Advisory Board: N/A
· Drugs Monitored:  Schedules II-V, tramadol and carisoprodol.
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	Purpose of Ohio PMP/ Key Functions

	
The BOP manages the collection and distribution of required data from the schedule II-V, tramadol and carisoprodol prescriptions submitted electronically through a private contractor.


	Operational Details of  Ohio PMP

	Data Collection 

	Every pharmacy (including out-of-state pharmacies) that serves outpatients and dispenses in Ohio or to an Ohio resident any controlled substance or any product containing tramadol or carisoprodol, must submit the dispensing information. The required data may be reported in the form of a modem transmission, secure FTP, diskette or CD.



	Access to Monitored Data and Confidentiality

	Access to OARRS database information is carefully controlled through credential checks and secure Web access. OARRS reports are available only to the entities and health care professionals listed below: 

· Representatives of government entities responsible for licensure, regulation or discipline of prescribers may request information on prescriber who is subject to an active investigation.

· Local, state or federal law enforcement officers and Grand Juries may request information on person who is subject of a active drug investigation.

· Pharmacists and prescribers may request information related to a current patient.
· An individual may request, from the BOP, their own database information.

Information from the database is not public information. However, information that does not identify a person may be released in summary, statistical or aggregate form.


	Education and Awareness Activities

	Board of Pharmacy staff members provide educational and training programs about OARRS for groups of prescribers, pharmacists, and law enforcement officers. 


	Access to Addiction Treatment

	Prescribers may utilize OARRS information as part one component of a medical decision to refer a patient to addiction treatment.



