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the ongoing Alliance for Research in El Barrio
and Bayamén (ARIBBA) project. The ARIBBA
project combines qualitative and quantitative
methods to elucidate the intraindividual,
cultural and environmental facters that
influence risk behaviors among Puerto Rican
IDUs in Puerto Rico and New York City. The
catchment areas of ARIBBA comprise the
East Harlem area of New York City (EH), and

conducted to locate the drug copping areas,
and other hang out locations of drug users in
both catchment areas (Oliver-Vélez, in press),
Monthly plans of random visits to these
sectors were developed and on the pre-
determined sector and time, outreach workers
approached a drug user, determined eligibility,
and invited him/her to participate.

interview: 555 in EH, and 308 in BAY.
Frequency information about four drug
preparation risk behaviors was ascertained:
1) Rinsing syringes and preparing drug with
water in a container that had been previously
used by another IDU, and rinsing and
preparing with water in a container that was
then used by another IDU; 2) Drawing drug
solution from a cooker after somebody else,

respondent transferring drug from histher
syringe into the syringe of another IDU; And
4) drawing from a cooker after somebody had
squirted drug solution back into the cooker,

and squirting drug back into the cooker before

somebody else drew from it. One injection
risk behavior was measured: Injecting before
or after somebaody else with the same syringe.

A Age 18 to 24 = reference category.
Table 2

In multivariate logistic regression and after contrelling for study city,
age, gender and education, the practice of any DP behavior was
significantly associated with cocaine and speedball injection (OR = 1.5in
both cases), pooling money to buy drugs (OR = 6.1), injecting ina
shooting gallery (CR = 5.6), and the clogging of syringes (OR = 1.5).
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