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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Erin Fridley, (816) 235-6989
fridleye@ATTCnetwork.org
The ATTC National Office announces the winners of the “In My Own Words…” essay content 

KANSAS CITY, MO., December 8, 2008  –  In 2010 there will be a need for an additional 21,000 professional addictions counselors according to the report, Strengthening Professional Identity: Challenges of the Addictions Treatment Workforce (December 2006).  To encourage those who may be thinking about a profession in the addictions treatment and recovery services field and to spotlight the vital role a qualified team of professionals plays in the recovery of millions of individuals,  the Addiction Technology Transfer Center (ATTC) National Office announces the winners of the “In My Own Words…” essay contest.  

The ATTC National Office selected the contest winners from the rich pool of 89 essays received between September 1, 2008 and October 1, 2008.   An Expert Review Panel reviewed the submissions and based on criteria, selected those they deemed to be:  First Place Recipient - Jennifer Leclair of Springfield, MA; Second Place Recipient - Amina Porter of Atlanta, GA; and Third Place Recipient - Bob O’Dowd of Hot Springs, AR.  The contest was held in September in recognition of Recovery Month 2008.

The essay contest offered a unique portrayal of this important work through deeply personal stories.   “We benefit from the experience of others, and these personal journeys reflect the resiliency, adaptability, and commitment needed in our profession today,” commented Dr. H. Westley Clark, Director of the Substance Abuse Mental Health Services Administration’s Center for Substance Abuse Treatment (SAMHSA/CSAT).

These winning essays, along with 17 additional submissions receiving honorable mention, will be shared with the public on the ATTC Network Web site, ATTCnetwork.org.  In addition, these essays will be included in a compilation celebrating the ATTC Network’s 15th Anniversary. The ATTC Network is funded by SAMHSA/CSAT.

The ATTC National Office is grateful to all of the professionals who took the time to share their very personal experiences with others.   It is hoped that these stories will either encourage readers to continue striving to improve the lives of those with substance use disorders or consider joining this challenging, but noble profession.  

For more information or to obtain a copy of In My Own Words… Honoring the Work of Addictions Treatment and Recovery Professionals - A compilation of essays and leadership profiles, contact Erin Fridley, 816-235-6989 or by email, fridleye@ATTCnetwork.org.  
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